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WELCOME ASSEMBLY: U.S.S.R. STUDENTS
IMSA
March 7, 1990

Thank you, Mr. Court.
~ood

morning. It is my pleasure and my privilege to be a

part of this special assembly this morning, and to once again
convene this community as we formally welcome our Soviet
guests.
Ever since the Academy learned that we had been selected
to participate in this special program--the US/USSR Student
Partnership Exchange-..Dr. Barron, a committee of faculty and
residential counselors, and students have been planning events
and opportunities to involve our new IMSA students in life at the
Academy, and to acquaint them with Illinois and our nation.
However, no amount of structured planning can replace the
personal communication 'and emotional bonding that we know will
occur during these next few weeks.
The anticipation of our Soviet guests has excited and
stimulated this community, but your presence will enrich and
enhance us.
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Our coming together is not intended to be an idealogieal or
political event--rather it is an exchange of heart-to-heart. It is our
humanity that binds us, and it will be the bonds of friendship,
understanding and ultimately trust that will enable us to achieve
the goals both of our nations seek--a nuclear free, non-violent,
environmentally and economically secure and compassionate
world.
All of us gathered in this assembly have the opportunity to
impact positively on the world environment, but those of you who
are students, because of your age and tremendous talent, have
more time and opportunity to create new structures and new
legacies.
The academic program of the Academy was established with
two goals:
1.

to develop leaders in mathematics and science, and
engineering who will have significan knowledge and
understanding of humanities so that they will be
guided to their activities by a commitment to
humanitarian precepts.

2.

to develop leaders in social science, humanities, and
the arts who will have sufficient knowledge and
understanding of the scientific and technological
dimensions of our world's major problems to assist in
finding realistic solutions.
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The fundamental theme of those goals is the development of
world leaders within the context of global service to society and
humanity.
And surely the events and drama of the last six months have
shown more clearly than ever that one person, whether it be
Walesa, Mandela, or Gorbachev, has the capacity to capture the
imagination of others of good will to make a profound impact on
human history.
The point I hope I am making is that--so do you!
You are the leaders of the next Century, and during the next
few weeks you have an unparalleled opportunity for dialogue and
exchange--conversations and understanding that will not only
impact on your life, but may eventually impact on human history_
Up until recently, America and the Soviets were in the
shadows of Yalta and the ensuing Cold War, but now the
metaphors have changed from Iron Curtain and Cold War to
symbols of light, openness and freedom.
George Bush speaks about 1,000 points of light, and Mikhail
Gorbachev says the "New (Must) knock on every door and
,

window."
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And along with metaphors, the international lexicon has
changed, Perestroika and Glasnost have become global
constructs for world-wide restructuring and greater openness. It
is now clear that the needs of the world community are
inseparable from the needs of one nation, and you as potential
leaders in the world community. must use the gift of the next three
weeks to understand as much as you can··this partnership is your
invitation to dialogue.
I said I felt privileged to speak to you today, and I do--not
only because collectively you are truly neat kids--but also because
I really do believe that government, political systems, and
,

ideologies can be toppled or strengthened thrQugh the sheer will,
determination, and passionate commitment of people. And I
believe that can be part of your history and legacy.
For better or for worse, politics does not have a subjunctive
mood--rehearsals are not a part of history. It cannot be replayed,
and we do not always understand when it is being made; perhaps
today and tomorrow will be such times.
I'd like to close with some thoughts from Mikhail Gorbachev,
Secretary General of the U.S.S.R.
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"We are all students, and our teacher is life and time. I
believe that more and more people will come to realize that
through RESTRUCTURING in the broad sense of the word, the
integrity of the world will be enhanced. Having earned good
marks from our main teacher-life--we shall enter the twenty-first
century well prepared and sure that there will be further progress.
"We want freedom to reign supreme in the coming century
everywhere in the world. We want peaceful competition between
different social systems to develop unimpeded, to encourage
mutually advantageous cooperation rather than confrontation and
an arms race. We want people of every country to enjoy
(,.

prosperity, welfare and happiness. The road to this lies through
proceeding to a nuclear-free, non-violent world.
lilt is not easy to change the approaches on which East-West
relations have been built for fifty years. But the new is knocking at
every door and window."

To our Soviet guests, we say welcome to the IMSA
community. During the next few weeks, we will try to show you
what life at IMSA is like, and through our actions, what we value
and cherish as Americans. Please feel free to talk with anyone at
the Academy.
I'd like to issue a personal invitation to come and visit with
me.
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Through discussions, you will learn about our states and our
nation, but our greatest wish is that the ties of friendship will bind
us from this day forward.
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